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mahan Hare still remembers tourney

Fred Hare
... tourney thrills

PNP Sparta "/mar
You can erne a man's records, but

never hii memories
That's how fabulous Fred Hare, the

former Omaha Tech and University of
Nebraska standout, looks at this
weekend's state basketball tournament.

While Hare cherishes each and every
basketball memory as the man who elec-
trified state tournament crowds in 1M2-
63 and sent Husker fans into ecstacy with
his last-second, over the head shot that
upset No 1 ranked Michigan in 1964, he
realizes that Omaha North's Mike
McOee could erase his name from the
prep record books with a flick of his
wrist

"Memories, that's where it's all at,"
says Hare, who is presently taking 14
hours towards a Spanish major while
holding a parttime job as a driver for
Omaha's Metro Area Transit bus lines
"I had some great thrills while playing I
think back so many times "

The play of McGee the past two years
has generated talk that the 64 senior
may be the best prep player to ever
come out of the state of Nebraska, com-
ments that used to be directed towards
Hare

"Mike is a tremendous player with a
tremendous future," says Hare, who has
watched McGee and played with him on
the playgrounds "But I'm not so sure be
could have gotten away with his kind of
style when I was coming up I think the
style of play has changed quite a bit
since I was around.

"I can remember many times when I
would have bad the chance to score in the

Ms and 80s, but as soon as I hit my
average, that was it," Hare says

"In a way, I'd like to be playing high
school basketball now," Hare adds
"Mike has more of an opportunity to
express himself on the court. I think now
would probably be about the right time
for my style too."

"Hook at Mike now end think that high
school ptayer he's probably about the
same as a Jo Jo White or even a Jerry
West," Hare says. "But the difference is
where they played They came from an
area where they got great publicity "

Hare thinks of himself in that same
category, but as a victim of time and
location.
• When' Hare left the University of
Nebraska in his junior year because of
personal and family problems, he headed
towards Mexico for the European style
pro ball

His travels and desire to play pro
basketball led him first to Phoenix, then
Los Angeles, to the Harlem
Globetrotters and finally to the Harlem
Clowns before he ended back in Omaha
working on his Spanish major

"I was with Phoenix for six months
and then they put me on waivers," Hare
says "I was very discouraged I
averaged 25 points a game and led in
assists in rookie camp, but they found
out that I had knee surgery three times
and that was it

"Then I went to LA, but they didn't
need anybody with the guards they had,"
Hare says "But the coach got me lined
up with Dallas in the ABA "

Hare never reported to Dallas He
chose a tryout with the Globetrotters in-
stead.

"I wasn't funny enough for the
Trotters," Hare says "I wanted to shoot
and play serious basketball. I didn't want
to clown around "

Eventually, Hare did clown around
with the Harlem clowns, but finally
ended up at home, back in Omaha.

"I wanted that degree," Hare says of
his return "It's rater disgusting being
an eighth-year senior Spanish student
But if I can't play basketball, I want to
work wiiu Spanish speaking people any
way I can "

Now, Hare's basket!*!! playing is
limited to Omaha city league or pickup
games in the summer when the "big
time" players are around

He had to quit the city league when
school started because classwork and
bus driving consumed too much time

"I feel I have a bright future," Hare
says "I'd really like to play ball yet Fm
only 32 and still in great shape

"The last time I played with Jo Jo and
Silas, Jo Jo didn't remember me from
when he was at Kansas," Hare says
"They both said, 'hey man, you're
dynamite Where are you going7 Are you
being traded7'

Hare says his biggest sports thrills
have come when he didn't know the out-
come1 'Like the Michigan game It was down
to the last second and everyone was
going crazy," Hare says "And even
when I was a junior in high school We
ended up losing to Lincoln Northeast in
the state finals, but it was so exciting "

Maybe that's why Fred Hare looks to
the future with excitement Life is like a
sport to Fred Hare

McGee eyeing scoring marks
By Randy Yoifc
tap Sports Editor

State basketball tournament fans at
the NU Sports Center Thursday are like-
ly to reach for their nearest pencil and
use their programs as storecards

State Class A basketball history is
expected to be made If Omaha North's
Mike McGee scores 21 points against
Omaha Burke in those two teams'2 p.m.
first-round matchup, he will become
Class A's leading career scorer.

McGee has 1,S88 career points, 90
behind the 1,568 posted by Omaha Tech's
Prod Hare from 1MM». Considering
McGee's 9eason4ow total in a games
has been 30 points, the 64 senior is
expected to surpass the record.

In North's 108-78 win over Bute In
mid-February, McGee scored 40 points.

He scored 889 points this season - a 38 6
per-game average

•McGee also scored 619 as a junior and
60 as a sophomore and now owns or
shares every Metro Conference single-
season and career record except the 31
rebounds collected by Omaha Central's
Dwaine Dillard m 1988

"I would have to rank Mike McGee the
number one high school player of all
time in Nebraska," North coach Bob
Murray said Wednesday. "He holds
every record in the book. I don't know
what more you can ask "

McGee broke the single-game Metro
record with a 54-potet performance
against Omaha Gross in mid-January
He still is three points shy, however, of
the Class A smgie-game scoring record
held by Ltocota Northeast's terry Mots now.

in 1964
Last month, McGee broke the Class A

single-season scoring record of 644 points
by the late Mike Heck of Papiilion in
1972

McGee has hit 47 per cent of his field
goal attempts and 75 per cent of his free
throw tries this season while averaging
15 rebounds He also has been credited
with 120 assists

Murray said McGee will not think
about bis college basketball future until
the state tournament is over

"He doesn't even have any idea which
six schools he'll visit," Murray said
"The line (of college recruiters) has
been so long that at times it frustrated
him He's rated out some colleges, but
I'm sun he's not leaning to anyone right

York, Gill
earn honors

Salisbury, N C - Randy York, prep sports
editor forjthe Lincoln Sunday Journal and Star,
and Don Gill, sports director for Lincoln's
KLIN, have been named 1976 Nebraska
Sportswriter and Sportscaster of the Year,
respectively

The announcement was made by the
National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Assn,
headquartered here The two, elected by a vote
of their peers, will be honored at the group's an-
nual convention here April 3-5

York, whose ratings also appear in the
North Platte Telegraph and the Scotts Bluff
Star-Herald, has won the award the past three
years Gill, sports director for the Nebraska
Football Network, has earned the honor three
times in the past four yean.
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Fairbnry - "Charlie's Angels,"
they're called in the state tourney win-
dow displays around town A year or so
back they were Don's li'l demons.

For all of 14 yean, Dm Mahbnaa has
been the man behind Fairtwy's Ut>
flytng battetbafl program. The nssHUnt
basmainUincdakjwprofikUirogghthe
regimes of four bead coaches.

But in a town that's taking it* fourth
team to the state in eight years, Fair-
bury fandom seems in full agreement
with top mentor Charlie (Cbudt) Moore:

•AguyjurtcoBldn'tfMabetter assis-
tant taw Don."

Mahlman actually has die combined
assignment of varsity assistant, and

" _ -•- •• _* Julna h^alĵreserve coaca as weu a* neni JUHOT
kegh coanseUor and math teacher. An
ovaraB reasm record of 14M4, in-
cksdeai three aaMeated seasons to the
past sb, add* to to* credentials.

"Cbnck and I liana anil to reach Fair-
buy tnttestoasa Ike same atoat tate
year," said ItaahnnB, 48. "Oar

played at state before, the coaching duo
figure their own previous trips should be
beneficial. And at least one of the
regulars — Moore's sharpshooter son,
Rick-has seen "each and every game
that his dad has."

Sporting a 12-point average from his
guard position, Rick is fourbeUnd Mike
Faltoon for the team's top. The other
three starters are also doubteKJigiters at
10. Mike Haskell, Larry Morebead and
Jim Rice Tom Oswald stands at eight

Of this year's eager*, M Junior
Faltoon is the only player to bypass
Mablman's reserve tutelage enroute to
the varisty. Only a handful of previous
standouts, among them Nebraska
stalwart Bob Siegel, have missed

"For oar reserves there is little in-
dividoaUsm, just team, team, team all
the way," said Mattman. "I really play
them, nsaatty by flve-man units and
alternating quartet*, so eveiy kid fata a
nLan n • AM Ĵ ĤM!MK "cnanpf to ocvetop.
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Dave Beettey, Terry Ptngnl, La*
nini innssi and DamB Bake.
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taUag over the »«Jlj- No way.
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Links hope road
smoother to end

Starting llntupt
Grand It. (N-t) Nt Llnwln HI (11-10)
Trieschman (M) F Heckman (*-5)
Lyons (6 4) F Albert (62)
Finn (6 5) C Woodt (4-4)
Bartiett(62) G McWIIIIemi (5 10)
Huffman (M) G C«rjt«ns (4-2)

Tlpttf- 7 p m, NU Sports Center
TtttOMtt: Cable 9, Lincoln . ,
BrMdCMtt. KFOR, KRGI, KHAS

By Chuck Sinclair
Prsp Sport* Wrtlsr
Lincoln 'High's drive to the state

basketball tournament has not followed
the smoothest of roads

Few miles have been traveled over
four-lane expressways

Most have come via toe back country
roads, several of which ended with dead-
end signs after a seemingly successful
trip

But at this moment, coach Alden John-
son, a veteran of 27 years in the business,
wouldn't have it any other way

Each of the milestones the Links have,
or have not conquered is an important
part of that drive to Thursday's 7 p m
first round state tournament opener at
the Nebraska Sports Center against No 1
rated Grand Island

The rocky road started early
In the first three games of the season,

Lincoln High's team had been called the
best Omaha Westside coach Tom Hall
had ever seen at the school after beating
Westside in Omaha Yet the Links were
1-2, losing to Hastings and McCook by
two points apiece

Then again, the Links turned on, this
time demolishing Beatrice, 8B-52, a team
holding the only blemish on Grand
Island's record just a week earlier

But typical of the season, the next out-
ing was disaster

Johnson looked at it as the most em-
barrassing of his career, from a
coaching standpoint

A misunderstanding on rules set down
for the 1-80 Holiday tournament at
Ralston left the Links without uniforms
to play Lincoln East in the opening
round

Starting the game with five technical
fouls for improper uniforms (Ralston
practice jerseys), the Links were
saddled with two more because of sub-
stitutions

But while making up for that initial
setback, the Links still came back and
led toe game before losing

In the tournament consolation game,
Lincoln High came back and defeated
Millard, a team which held a win over
top rated Omaha North a week earlier

The fest of the season was about as
typical Although there were some wins

Jeff Finn
... 61 center

Paul Trieschman
. .. Gl forward

along the road, there were a tot of bent-
breaking losses, one-pointers to Omaha.
Central and Papiluon

The Links had the Central game won
but the ball was stolen in the last second
under the Central basket and converted
into the winning basket

"I think the ups and downs of the put
season should have made us a better bill
club," Johnson said "One of the
toughest things to do was to continue to
try and convince the kids of what I ob-
viously knew, that they were good
enough to beat those teams

"After something happens," he adds
"You can't lean on it like a crutch "

Johnson dispels the thought that Lin-
coln High's state tournament
appearance is a result of a fast finish

"It wasn't a matter of us just cominf
on at the end of the season," Johnson
says "We're the same team we've
always been "

"But you can't pass the buck," John-
son adds "It just comes down to the fact
that you have to get the kids to play
above what takes place during a game.
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